Your

Rights and Duties

as a Renter

A2

in Anderson, Davidson, Maury,

Sumner and Wilson Counties

Be smart —
Before You Move In

Check for problems -

Always check the place for
problems before you move
in or sign a lease. Look for a
place that is in good shape,
safe and livable.

The plumbing should
work.

The electrical wiring
should be safe.

The oors and walls should be strong with
no holes.

The walls and ceilings should keep out the
weather.

If the place comes with a stove,
refrigerator or heater, these must work.

What if you ynd problems with the
place before you move in?

1. Before you sign a lease
or move in, make a list
of the problems you see.
Sign and date the list.
Important! Have the
landlord sign this list
before you move in. Keep
a copy of the list in a safe place. You may
need it to get your security deposit back
when you move out.

2. Ask the landlord to x the problems before
you move in. If the landlord says OK, write
the promise on your list. Get the landlord to
sign it.

3. What if the landlord only promises to X
it after you move in? Is this OK with you?
Then have the landlord put it in the lease or
write down what will be xed and when.
You and the landlord must both sign the
paper. Keep a copy.

Security Deposit

A landlord may make you pay

a security deposit before you

move in. Get a receipt that says security deposit
and shows the date and amount you paid. This
is money to pay for damage you might do while
you live there. It may also cover unpaid rent.

Your Rent

You and the landlord should agree how much
rent you will pay. This agreement can be written
or spoken. It is best to get it in writing. If you
make a spoken agreement, take a friend along.
The friend can be your witness about how much
rent you agreed to pay.

The lease

A lease says what you and
the landlord agreed to. It
says how much the rent
and security deposit will
be. It says who can live
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there and for how long. It says who pays the bills
for gas, lights and water. It says if you can have
pets or not.

Before you sign a lease, read it carefully. The lease
should say everything you and the landlord
agreed to. It should say if the landlord has agreed
to do repairs. It should say if you will do repairs
as a way to pay rent. The lease proves what you
and the landlord agreed to, so make sure it is
right.

Does the place need repairs? Then don t sign a
lease that says the place isin good shape. The
lease should say what the repair problems are.

What if you don t like something in the lease?
Before you sign it, talk to the landlord. IF both of
you agree to changes, you can mark out parts
you don t like. IF both of you agree, you can
add new things to the lease. Put your initials by
anything you change in the lease. Your landlord
must also initial all changes. Do NOT sign a
lease that is different from what you agreed
to.

Get a signed copy of the lease. Keep it with your
important papers.

While you live in the place,
here are the things you must do:

Ul Pay rent on time. You may
need to prove you paid your =
rent. If you pay in cash, always
get a RECEIPT. Be sure it
is dated and signed by the
landlord and says it was for
rent. Save all rent receipts. If
you pay by check, save the
returned checks. If you pay by money
order or cashier s check, save your receipt.

0 Late fees:

If your rent is more than 5 days
late, the landlord can charge you
extra. The most the late fee can be
is 10% of the past due rent.

Do you live in public housing? You
only get a late fee if the rent is 15

=

=

days or more late. The most your
late fee can be is $5 a month.

I Try to keep the place as clean and safe
as it was when you moved in.

[l Don’t tear up the place or let anyone
else trashit.

[l Don’t let anyone upset the neighbors
or break the law in your home.

00 Go by the landlord’s rules. But, if the
rules seem unfair or illegal, you may want
to call Legal Aid.

Don t let trash or garbage pile up.

Your rights as a renter:
I You have aright to a livable place.

I You have the right to
live peacefully in the h

-~
place you rent. The Mﬂ@

landlord can t bother W
\

you or keep you from
enjoying your place.

But the landlord may need to come into
your place sometimes. Most of the time,
the landlord needs your OK rst. If the
landlord has a good reason, you should
let him in. An example of a good reason is
when the landlord needs to make repairs.

The landlord can come in without your
OK IF:

It s an emergency, like a
re or ood.

You are gone longer than

7 days without telling

the landlord rst OR

You die or get too sick to

answer the door OR

You move out without telling the

landlord OR

You go to jail OR

The landlord gets a court order.
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